
 

 

23 

II. Second Watch of the Midnight Hour of the Agpeya  

The Gospel according to St. Luke (Luke 7:36-50): 

Then one of ƚŚĞ�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞƐ�ĂƐŬĞĚ�,ŝŵ�ƚŽ�ĞĂƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�Śŝŵ͘��ŶĚ�,Ğ�ǁĞŶƚ�ƵŶƚŽ�ƚŚĞ�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞ͛Ɛ�ŚŽƵƐĞ͕�
and sat down to eat. And, behold, a woman in the city, who was a sinner, when she knew that 

:ĞƐƵƐ�ƐĂƚ�ƚŽ�ĞĂƚ�ŝŶ�ƚŚĞ�WŚĂƌŝƐĞĞ͛Ɛ�ŚŽƵƐĞ͕�ďƌŽƵŐŚƚ�ĂŶ�ĂůĂďĂƐƚĞƌ�ďŽǆ�ŽĨ�ŽŝŶƚŵĞŶƚ͕�ĂŶĚ�stood at 

His feet behind Him weeping, and began to wash His feet with tears, and wiped them with the 

hairs of her head, and kissed His feet, and anointed them with the ointment. Now when the 

Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke within himself, sĂǇŝŶŐ͕�͞dŚŝƐ�ŵĂŶ͕�ŝĨ�,Ğ�ǁĞƌĞ�
a prophet, would have known who and what manner of woman this is who touched Him, for 

ƐŚĞ�ŝƐ�Ă�ƐŝŶŶĞƌ͘͟��ŶĚ�:ĞƐƵƐ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕�͞ ^ŝŵŽŶ͕�/�ŚĂǀĞ�ƐŽŵĞƚŚŝŶŐ�ƚŽ�ƐĂǇ�ƚŽ�ǇŽƵ͘͟�
�ŶĚ�ŚĞ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�͞DĂƐƚĞƌ͕�ƐĂǇ�ŝƚ͘͟�͞dŚĞƌĞ�ǁĂƐ�Ă�ĐĞrtain creditor who had two debtors. One owed 

five hundred denarii, and the other fifty.  And when they had nothing to pay, he freely forgave 

ƚŚĞŵ�ďŽƚŚ͘�dĞůů�ŵĞ�ƚŚĞƌĞĨŽƌĞ͕�ǁŚŝĐŚ�ŽĨ�ƚŚĞŵ�ǁŝůů�ůŽǀĞ�Śŝŵ�ŵŽƌĞ͍͟�^ŝŵŽŶ�ĂŶƐǁĞƌĞĚ�ĂŶĚ�ƐĂŝĚ͕�
͞/� ƐƵƉƉŽƐĞ� ƚŚĂƚ�ŚĞ͕� ƚŽ�ǁŚŽŵ�ŚĞ� ĨŽƌŐĂǀĞ�ŵŽƌĞ͘͟��ŶĚ�,Ğ� ƐĂŝĚ�ƵŶƚŽ�Śŝŵ͕� ͞zŽƵ�ŚĂǀĞ� ƌŝŐŚƚůǇ�
ũƵĚŐĞĚ͘͟� �ŶĚ� ,Ğ� ƚƵƌŶĞĚ� ƚŽ� ƚŚĞ�ǁŽŵĂŶ͕� ĂŶĚ� ƐĂŝĚ� ƵŶƚŽ� ^ŝŵŽŶ͕� ͞�Ž� ǇŽƵ� ƐĞĞ� ƚŚŝƐ� ǁŽŵĂŶ͍   

I entered into your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she washed My feet with 

tears, and wiped them with the hairs of her head. You gave Me no kiss, but this woman since 

the time I came in has not ceased to kiss My feet.  My head with oil you did not anoint, but 

this woman has anointed My feet with ointment.  Therefore I say unto you, Her sins, which 

are many are forgiven, for she loved much, but to whom little is forgiven, the same loves 

ůŝƚƚůĞ͘͟��ŶĚ�,Ğ�ƐĂŝĚ�ƵŶƚŽ�ŚĞƌ͕�͞zŽƵƌ�ƐŝŶƐ�ĂƌĞ� ĨŽƌŐŝǀĞŶ͘͟��ŶĚ�ƚŚŽƐĞ�ǁŚŽ�ƐĂƚ� ƚŽ�ĞĂƚ�ǁŝƚŚ�,ŝŵ�
ďĞŐĂŶ� ƚŽ� ƐĂǇ�ǁŝƚŚŝŶ� ƚŚĞŵƐĞůǀĞƐ͕� ͞tŚŽ� ŝƐ� ƚŚŝƐ�ǁŚŽ� ĨŽƌŐŝǀĞƐ� ƐŝŶƐ�ĂůƐŽ͍͟��ŶĚ�,Ğ� Ɛaid to the 

ǁŽŵĂŶ͕�͞zŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŚĂƐ�ƐĂǀĞĚ�ǇŽƵ͖�ŐŽ�ŝŶ�ƉĞĂĐĞ͘͟ 

 

Glory to God forever. Amen. 

 

I. ͞&ŝŶĂůůǇ͕�ďƌĞƚŚƌĞŶ͕�ĨĂƌĞǁĞůů͘��ĞĐŽŵĞ�ĐŽŵƉůĞƚĞ͘  
Be of good comfort, be of one mind, live in peace;  

and the God of love ĂŶĚ�ƉĞĂĐĞ�ǁŝůů�ďĞ�ǁŝƚŚ�ǇŽƵ͘͞ 

(2 Corinthians 13:11) 

 



 

III. Litanies of the Second Watch of the Midnight Hour of the Agpeya 

1. Give me, O Lord, many fountains of tears, as You gave, in the past, the sinful woman.  

Make me worthy to wash Your feet which liberated me from the path of straying, and to 

offer you a precious fragrant oil, and gain, through repentance, a pure life, so that I may 

ŚĞĂƌ�ƚŚĂƚ�ǀŽŝĐĞ�ĨƵůů�ŽĨ�ũŽǇ͗�͞zŽƵƌ�ĨĂŝƚŚ�ŚĂƐ�ƐĂǀĞĚ�ǇŽƵ͘  ͟
 

2. When I realize my many wicked deeds, and the thought of that awesome judgment comes 

to my heart, a tremble takes hold of me, and I take refuge in You, O God, the Lover of 

Mankind. So do not turn away Your face from me, I entreat You, who alone are without 

sin. Grant humbleness to my poor soul before the end comes and save me. 
 

3. The heavens bless you, O full of grace, the Bride who was never married. And we, too, 

glorify your incomprehensible giving birth. O Theotokos (Mother of God), the mother of 

mercy and salvation, intercede for the salvation of our souls. 
 

4. O heavenly King, the Comforter, the Spirit of truth, who is present in all places 

and fills all, the treasury of good things and the Life-Giver, graciously come, and dwell in 

us and purify us from all defilement, O Good One, and save our souls. 
 

5. Just as You were with Your disciples, O Savior, and gave them peace, graciously come also 

and be with us, and grant us Your peace, and save us, and deliver our souls. 
 

6. Whenever we stand in Your holy sanctuary, we are considered standing in heaven.  

 O Theotokos, you are the gate of heaven; open for us the gate of mercy. 
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IV. Sayings of the Church Fathers 

1. "Holy men ask for peace, not only that which dwells among men in mutual dealings, 

but that which belongs to ourselves. For oftentimes we wage war in our hearts, and 

are disturbed even when no one troubles us; bad desires also frequently rise up against 

us." St. John Chrysostom 

 

2. "In truth we should convey the message of peace, and that our very first entrance in 

any place be attended with the blessing of peace." St. Ambrose of Milan      

 

3. "When you have made your inward parts clean from every spot of sin, that dissensions 

and contentions may not proceed from your temper, begin peace within yourself, that 

so you may extend it to others." St. Ambrose of Milan 

 

4. "To the peacemakers the likeness of God is given, as being perfectly wise, and formed 

after the image of God by means of the regeneration of the renewed man."  

St. Augustine 

 


